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CELEBRATING THE 200TH BIRTH-
DAY OF THE CITY OF JACKSON

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 200th birthday of Jackson, Ala-
bama, which is located in Alabama’s First
Congressional District. Over the past 200
years, the City of Jackson has had a rich and
storied history that is reflected in all of the
hardworking residents of Jackson today.

Situated on a rise overlooking the east bank
of the Tombigbee River is where you will find
Jackson’s historic downtown. In 1815, a stock
company, the Pine Level Land Company, was
formed by a group of investors who believed
they could promote the site to attract settlers.
Formerly known as “Pine Level,” and
“Republicville,” it was finally decided that the
little village would be named Jackson, in honor
of General Andrew Jackson, hero of the War
of 1812 as well as the Creek Indian War of
1813—-14, who would later become our sev-
enth president. Jackson was incorporated by
an act of the Mississippi Territorial Legislature
on November 27, 1816, which also created
the town'’s first governing body.

Like many of our country’s communities,
Jackson has experienced both ups and downs
throughout its history. In 1816, the prosperous
Jackson had a population of 1,500, which was
quite large for a rural frontier town. The town
experienced growth and success through the
Civil War, but then declined. By 1875, the
town was home to only 15 families. With the
arrival of the railroad in 1886 and the hard
work and dedication of the people of Jackson,
the town once again boomed. The railroad
brought with it the timber industry, which was
instrumental in reviving the tiny town.
Throughout the early 20th century, Jackson
experienced economic growth and expansion.
The town experienced another setback during
the Great Depression, but was sparked yet
again by economic growth in the 1930s. This
year is not only Jackson’s 200th birthday; it is
also a year that will bring even more success
to Jackson with the opening of the new iSpice
food manufacturing and distributing plant.

The Post Civil War Era and the Depression
could have easily led to a different fate for
Jackson, but the people of this quaint timber
town refused to give up on their home. The
hardworking men and women of Jackson are
not only pillars of their community, but they
also represent the true backbone of the United
States. Their hard work and perseverance
through troubling times serves as an example
that should be followed by all Americans. Suc-
cess is not given, it is earned, and Jackson
has earned it throughout its 200-year exist-
ence.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to congratulate
Jackson on its bicentennial.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH
BIRTHDAY OF KIRBY HIGHT

HON. BRUCE POLIQUIN

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
join loving family members, dear friends and
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the entire Skowhegan community in recog-
nizing the 100th birthday of Kirby Hight. | am
honored to extend birthday greetings on this
truly special occasion.

| congratulate Mr. Hight on this major mile-
stone but also express profound gratitude for
his valiant service to our Nation as a proud
member of the United States Navy.

We are forever grateful and humbled by his
heroism and selflessness during World War ||
as a Captain of one of our naval destroyers.

Upon returning to Maine after the war, he
continued to give back to his community. He
developed a successful family business, gave
his time to the local Rotary Club and served
as a member on the board of the Skowhegan
Fair Association and Redington Fairview Hos-
pital, not to mention the numerous local
causes his late wife, Grace, and he supported.

The fantastic turnout expected for his birth-
day celebration will be but a small testament
to the magnificent impact his hard work and
unwavering generosity has had on his family,
community and country.

Happy 100th Birthday to Mr. Hight—I wish
him many more years of continued good
health and happiness. May we all be so lucky
to live such a long and meaningful life. God
Bless America and God Bless you, Mr. Hight.

————————

TRIBUTE TO MURIEL LOIS CORRIN
DAVIS

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 90th birthday of a very incred-
ible constituent, Muriel Lois Corrin Davis.
Muriel was born on February 9, 1926 in Sea
Bright, New Jersey. At the age of 1, her family
moved to East Orange, New Jersey. She
graduated from East Orange High School in
1944 and left for Spelman College in Atlanta,
Georgia in 1945. She received her B.A. in
English and Spanish in 1950. An avid
moviegoer, her dream was to see the world
she had only seen onscreen.

After graduation in August 1950, Muriel was
the first African American woman to be hired
by Doubleday Publishers. Her position was
Assistant Secretary in the Executive Office of
Doubleday. Her courtship with Morehouse Col-
lege graduate (Class of 1947) Griffith “Griff”
Davis began while he lived in the Harlem
home of Langston Hughes. Mr. Hughes used
them as the prototype for his Simple book se-
ries.

Liberia President Wiliam V. S. Tubman
commissioned Giriff to do the first photography
exhibit on Liberia at the American Museum of
Natural History in New York City and the film-
ing of Liberia’s first promotional film entitled
“Pepperbird Land.” In March 1952, Muriel flew
to Liberia to marry Griff. Their “Global Honey-
moon” on three continents was written and
photographed by Griff and appeared in the
September 1952 issue of Ebony magazine.

Upon returning from their honeymoon, Griff
took the Foreign Service exam in Washington,
DC. In November 1952, they returned to Libe-
ria as African-American pioneers in President
Harry Truman’s Point Four Program for foreign
aid.

As the spouse of a U.S. Foreign Service Of-
ficer during the family’s tours of duty in Liberia
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from 1952 to 1957, Muriel was unofficially re-
sponsible for developing, cultivating and main-
taining diplomatic relationships with President
Tubman, key business and government offi-
cials of Liberia, citizens and high level visitors
to the country: like the future Prime Minister of
Ghana Kwame Nkrumah in January 1953.

Muriel was the first Bank Teller for the first
indigenous bank in Liberia (Bank of Liberia)
founded by her former Morehouse classmate
A. Romeo Horton. She taught Early European
History and Political Science at Monrovia High
School. She gave birth to her two children in
Monrovia: Dorothy Davis and Ben Davis.

In 1957, the family was posted to newly
independent Tunisia. Muriel repeated the
same unofficial diplomatic duties she had in
Liberia but faced an even more multicultural
and potentially hostile environment. Although
women could not attend government activities,
Muriel was able to meet Tunisia’s first Presi-
dent Habib Bourghuiba.

Muriel returned to New Jersey in 1959 to
enroll her two children in private school. When
she met the principal of The Carteret School
of West Orange, he rescinded the school’s ini-
tial offer for admission to her daughter, Doro-
thy, because she was African American. On
behalf of her daughter, Muriel filed a complaint
with the State of New Jersey Division Against
Discrimination of the Department of Education
in 1959. She won the next year. This decision
enabled African Americans to attend New Jer-
sey’s private schools. In June 1967, Muriel
taught pre-schoolers at East Orange Co-op
Day Care Center until 1980. She became an
Investigator for the Essex County Probation
Department’s Bail Program in Newark until
she retired in 1994.

Since her retirement in February 1994,
Muriel has traveled across the United States
and to France, Ghana, Switzerland, Barbados
and the U.S. Virgin Islands and remains
friends with people from around the world.
She has volunteered for several institutions in-
cluding the United Black Episcopalians, the
Church of the Epiphany, the United Nations
International School (UNIS), and the Women’s
Africa Committee of the African-American In-
stitute.

Ms. Davis is the proud grandmother of
Joelle Joseph, Anne-Laure Davis and Daniel
Davis. She has lived a life that makes me
honored to acknowledge her 90th birthday and
wish her another year of happiness.

———

INAUGURATION OF THE FORT
McDOWELL  YAVAPAI NATION
TRIBAL COUNCIL

HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
express my warmest congratulations to the
newly elected members of the Fort McDowell
Yavapai Nation Tribal Council. Bernadine Bur-
nett was elected to the Council as President,
Pamela Mott has been reelected as Treasurer,
and Gerald Doka has been reelected as
Council Member. | wish them all the best as
they govern the Fort McDowell Yavapai Na-
tion.
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COMMENDING THE SOUTHERN AND
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA VOL-
UNTEERS WHO PROVIDED HE-
ROIC SERVICE DURING WINTER
STORM JONAS

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend the selfless assistance provided by
many of the volunteer fire department and
public assistance agencies from southern and
central Pennsylvania during the recent Winter
Storm Jonas.

While many of us sought shelter during the
recent winter storm that struck the East Coast,
some of us were not so fortunate, as was
made evident by the miles and miles of cars
that were stranded on the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike. Many of these travelers had gotten
trapped on the turnpike as a number of crash-
es stopped ftraffic while a huge amount of
snow fell. Fortunately for the beleaguered trav-
elers, a number of local volunteer fire depart-
ments from the surrounding communities
braved the weather to assist those in need.

For the drivers stranded overnight, these
volunteer emergency responders were the
only ones who could reach the area to help.
As snow continued to fall, these volunteers
worked together to ensure the well-being of
those stranded by traveling car to car and of-
fering supplies to many. To aid the cause,
many local stores and restaurants contributed
food and water to be distributed. It was truly
a community effort.

On behalf of the 9th Congressional District
of Pennsylvania and all of those who were as-
sisted by the area’s volunteers, | would like to
thank these public servants for their selfless-
ness. It is my honor to highlight this tremen-
dous effort and its illustration of the neighborly
commitment my constituents embody.

To the volunteer organizations and govern-
mental agencies listed below, we thank you
for your generous dedication to serving the
public:

New Baltimore Vol. Fire Co.

Shawnee Valley Vol. Fire Co.

Shawnee Valley EMS

Bedford Fire Co.

Everett Fire Co.

Breezewood Fire Co.

Southern Cove Fire Co.

Alum Bank Fire Co.

Chestnut Ridge EMS

Blue Knob Fire Co.

Claysburg Fire Co.

Martinsburg Fire Co.

Imler Fire Co.

Bedford American Legion

Pa. National Guard

SCMRTF Incident Management Team

DCNR

PEMA

Pa. State Police

Pa. Turnpike

Somerset Co. EMA & 9—1-1

Bedford County EMA & 9—1-1

American Red Cross

Salvation Army.
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RECOGNIZING THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF FLOTILLA 77 OF THE
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
AUXILIARY DIVISION 7

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the chartering of Flo-
tilla 77 of the United States Coast Guard Aux-
iliary Division 7. Flotilla 77 was officially recog-
nized in a chartering ceremony on January 23,
2016, in Polk County, Florida.

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary is the volun-
teer corps that assists the U.S. Coast Guard
in promoting boating safety. Formed originally
as the Coast Guard volunteer Reserve on
June 23, 1939, the volunteer Reserve was re-
named the Auxiliary two years later. During
World War IlI, the Auxiliary rapidly expanded
as Auxiliarists provided oversight assistance in
many of the Coast Guard surface and air op-
erations, which freed up active duty Coast
Guardsman for wartime missions. Today the
Auxiliarists support and augment the non-mili-
tary and non-law enforcement operations in-
cluding communication watchstanding, public
education programs, marine safety, and as-
sisting with search and rescue missions.

The selflessness by which they voluntarily
serve and put their lives on the line for our
safety and security is inspiring. We honor
these brave men and women whose dedica-
tion to our great nation have and continue to
ensure the safety and security of our ports,
waterways and coastal regions.

It is my distinct pleasure, as a representa-
tive of the people of Central Florida, to recog-
nize and honor the establishment of Flotilla 77
of the United States Coast Guard. | thank
them and their loved ones for their dedication
and service to our community and country.

———

CONGRATULATING DAVID JOHN-
SON AND JAMES FERENTZ ON
REMARKABLE NFL SEASONS

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate two of my constituents, Ari-
zona Cardinals running back David Johnson
and Denver Broncos center James Ferentz,
on a remarkable 2015-2016 NFL season.
David and James each helped lead their
teams to the AFC and NFC conference cham-
pionship games, and James now has the dis-
tinct honor of being called a Super Bowl
champion.

Having grown up in Clinton and lowa City,
David and James both know the meaning of
hard work. This hard work ethic propelled
them from the gridirons of the University of
Northern lowa and University of lowa to the
top of their profession.

Currently in their rookie and sophomore
NFL seasons, each has achieved so much in
just a few short years. Their successes can be
attributed to the family, friends, teachers, and
coaches that continue to challenge the future
David Johnsons and James Ferentzes of
lowa.
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| am honored to represent these men in
Congress and look forward to seeing them
achieve much more in their careers. The state
of lowa looks forward to watching these young
men play on Sundays for years to come.

Congratulations on a great season, David
and congratulations on becoming lowa’s
Super Bowl champion, James.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE, ACHIEVE-
MENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF
MAURICE WHITE

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Memphis singer, drummer,
songwriter, producer and founder of the world-
renowned band Earth, Wind & Fire, Maurice
White. Maurice White was born in Memphis,
Tennessee on December 19, 1941, and at-
tended Booker T. Washington High School
where he was in the drum corps. After grad-
uating, he and his family moved to Chicago, II-
linois and Maurice White enrolled at the Chi-
cago Conservatory of Music. Having devel-
oped a love for drums while singing in his
church choir in Memphis and watching march-
ing bands, Maurice found work as a drummer
in nightclubs and in 1963, he became a ses-
sion drummer for Chess Records.

While at Chess Records, Maurice recorded
with music legends Etta James, Fontella Bass,
Muddy Waters, The Impressions, Betty Everett
and many more. In 1966, he joined the
Ramsey Lewis Trio during a time when the
group was one of only a few jazz groups to
rise to the upper levels of the pop charts.
Maurice White left the group to form the Salty
Peppers in 1969 alongside his two friends,
Wade Flemons and Don Whitehead. After little
success, he moved to Los Angeles, California,
recruited new band members including his
brother Verdine White and, drawing inspiration
from the astrological chart, changed the
group’s name to Earth, Wind & Fire.

Earth, Wind & Fire signed with Warner Bros.
in 1971 but did not gain renowned fame until
Maurice, again, brought on new band mem-
bers, with the exception of Verdine, and
signed the band with Columbia. It was then
that Earth, Wind & Fire infused its sound with
jazz, funk, soul and pop, and recorded the
album Head to the Sky in 1973, which sold
over 500,000 copies and included hit songs
Evil and Keep Your Head to the Sky. In 1974,
Earth, Wind & Fire released the album Open
Our Eyes and reached the pop Top 40 for the
first time with the song Mighty Mighty. Their
next album released just a year later, That's
the Way of the World, included the group’s
first and only No. 1 pop hit, Shining Star.
Earth, Wind & Fire also recorded hit songs
Reasons (1975), That's the Way of the World
(1975), Fantasy (1977), September (1978),
Boogie Wonderland (1979), and Let's Groove
(1981), including many more hits and popular
songs. Maurice White helped produce seven
double platinum albums, two platinum albums,
two gold albums and two gold singles.

In addition to writing or co-writing many of
the songs for Earth, Wind & Fire, Maurice
White produced music for the Emotions,
Ramsey Lewis and Deniece Williams, and in
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